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EXHIBITION

Alexander Calder: Tapestries
and their Gouaches

Four tapiz and a hammock dasigned
by Alemander Calder were shown
alongside related gouache works
at Omer Tiroche Conlermiporary Art
in London this autumn. The Mayfair
shiowy coincaded with the opending
of "Alexander Calder: Parforming
Sculpture’ — & major ratrospective
at Tate Modam, focusing on
the kinsatic warks for which the
Armnerican artist is best known.

hade by Micaraguan and
Guatermalan miester weavears in the
1970s, the spontanscus qualities of
the paintings hawe bean beautifully
translatad into wowven form, with
dynamic dribbles of paint bacoming
intricats coils of jute. Both types of
work possass a sense of potental
anergy. despite the diference in
the spaed of production batwean
the twio formats.

Calder was inspired to create
the tspis after he recenved a typical

Ceantral American hammock 25 &
qgift from the Manhattan socialite
Kitty Meyar. This was a token of
her gratitude following the artist's
response to her call for donations
of prints or multiples to help
fundraise after the devastating 1972
Micaraguan sarthquake. hayar

had a special affinity for the region
affected, having fled to Managua as
a Paolish Jew during the Holocaust.
Calder was one of five artists to
donate work to the cause, bt his
support did not end there.

The intricate skill and
craftsmanship envident in Pdeyar's
gift prompted him to select fourteen
of his favourte gouaches to be
turned into designs for harmmocks
and wall hangings. In 1975, working
closaly with waawers in Guatemala,
the artist personally oversaw the
interpretation of his works on paper
into braided hangings. Calder had

already had comventional tapestrias
made at Aubusson in France, but
the braiding technigue proved 1o
be ideally suited to depicting the
undulating lines and pattemns of

his designs. The waavers ware
paid four times the going rate,

and all procaeds from sales and
COMMmissions went towards the
sarthquaks reliaf efforts. The works
were mada to order in kmited
aditions of 100 (sithough it is
thowght that not &l 1400 licensed
aditions veere produced). Calder
was 50 fond of the results that ha
had seweral of the pisces displayed
o the walls and floors of his own
horne in Franca. 20

‘Alexander Callder: Tapestries
and their Gouaches’ was at Omer
Tiroche Contemporary Art,

H Conduit Streat, London, 12
October-1 Descember 2015
wwnwotca.couk

0 Irstallstion view

of Almsandar Calder
at OTCA l=ft to right:
Uit {T1H), 19700,
gouachs on paper;
Hamrook, 1978,
hand-worven jute
tapestry; Eafloons
out of the Bloe,
1963, gouache an
paper; Balloons,
198, hand-sovwen
jute tapestny;
nEdDrbs, 197,
gouache on papear
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